LIFE AW ^ORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN NAMBUDIRI

word to the work reminds that this is similar to the experience of
the gopis, who gained Krishna by the blessing of Goddess
Katyayani.

Vazhakunnam has written the work with the firm belief that
during the period of adversity the best thing to be done is the
worship of the Mother God. This accords with the statement of
Kakkasseri Bhattatiri, consequent to the question:

t<3:^Trf^ f^ ^T^i^pr?"
The answer was92

"WT^rN ^K^H^HI:"

Vazhakunnam in his preface to the work observes the mul-
tidimensional effect of reciting these stotras. It enhances not only
the devotional attitude, but also the ability in daily life including
family matters and social aspects.93 The following verse clarifies
the matters to be considered for favourable decisions by the
Goddess:94

"^t^lRs^^dM^^d W -H^<W
<Wl^df^k^<"l^l^ I^Nidd:

chR^icifful! wRr^n^T te?rt'

f^q^TT ^h^t ^R^T! W^t ^Trf^ ^JWT

92. See Dr. K. Kunjunni Raja, The Contribution of Kerala to
Sanskrit Literature, University of Madras, 1980, p.88.

93. Vazhakunnam, op.cit. Preface (Ashirvadam), Opening page.

94. Ibid.. p.l
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